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Muhammad Khan Baluch's army was entirely defeated, and fled from
the field, leaving 3,000 dead. Though pursued by Tahmasp Khan
Jalayir, Muhammad Khan escaped to Shiraz and thence to Jahrum and
Lar. He was refused admittance into Lar, and hastened on to the garmsir.
When Nadir found that his quarry had slipped through his fingers,
he sent messages to both the English and Dutch Agents at Gombroon
to send vessels without delay to patrol the coast and prevent Muhammad
Khan and his followers from escaping. The two Agents replied that the
ports were so numerous that they could not keep watch over all with the
scanty shipping available, but promised to send vessels to any specified
place.1
Meanwhile Tahmasp Khan Jalayir had pursued Muhammad Khan
to Shaikh Afrmad Madani's stronghold near Charak, and had begun
the siege of that fortress. At the beginning of May the place was taken
by assault and Shaikh Alimad was captured, but Muhammad Khan and a
few others escaped to the island of Qais.2
It was at this juncture that a certain Latif Khan reached Gombroon
and gave the English and Dutch Agents letters stating that Nadir had
appointed him :
" His Admiral of the Gulph, with Orders to Purchase Shipping of the Euro-
peans of Gombroon. He therefore required our Compliance with the Caun's
Desires in sparing Two Ships for their service which they should be paid for.. . ."3
This message is of decided interest, as it is the first indication of Nadir's
desire to form a fleet. It is remarkable that he, an unlettered man of
peasant stock, coming from a province remote from the sea, should so
quickly have grasped the importance of sea power. No less noteworthy
was the persistence with which he afterwards sought to bring his naval
plans to fruition. The escape of some of the Ghalzais to 'Oman and of
Muhammad Khan Baluch to Qais had brought home to him the impossi-
bility of having the long stretch of coast from the head of the Gulf to Gwadar
efficiently patrolled when, having no vessels of his own, he had to depend
upon the occasional loan of European or Arab ships. As the English
and Dutch almost invariably prevaricated when asked to lend their ships
or to co-operate with the Persian land forces, and as the Arabs who
possessed vessels were usually in sympathy with those against whom the
Government wished to take action and were often in revolt themselves,
Nadir certainly had a sound reason for wishing to have a fleet of his own.
aq will be explained in due course, Nadir's naval aims were of a more
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